
Problem to be corrected Spotting the problem Correcting without Photoshop Correcting with Photoshop 
Distractions in the image. Too much 
background. 

 Look around the edge of your image for bright 
objects, clashing colours or objects cut in half by 
the edge. 

 Look for blemishes, such as dust spots. 
 Show your image to someone else. They might spot 

something you missed. 

 Compose your images carefully. Examine each 
image after taking it. 

 If possible, move unwanted objects out of the way. 
 Take several shots from different viewpoints to give 

you a better choice. 

 Crop out distractions around the edge. 
 Use the patch tool to remove objects which are 

isolated against a background. 
 Use the clone tool and healing brush for more 

difficult replacements. 
 Remove blobs and dust spots with the spot healing 

brush. 
Lack of space. The opposite of having 
too much background. 

 Does the image seem too tight in the frame? 
 Is there enough space for a moving subject to move 

into? 
 Is your attention being drawn out of the frame (e.g. 

by someone looking or pointing out of the frame)? 

 Stand further back when taking a shot. It is good to 
get close to your subject, but don’t get so close that 
you lose context. It is easier to crop an image later 
than add extra background. 

 Shots with a blank background can be improved by 
growing the canvas with Image|Canvas Size. Fill the 
extra space with a plain colour such as white or 
black. 

 With CS5 or later, the extra areas can be selected 
and filled using Edit|Fill|Content-Aware. Otherwise, 
use the clone tool to fill the extra areas. 

 Don’t try to add too much or the duplications 
within the image will look obvious. 

Tilted image. Horizontals not 
horizontal. Verticals not vertical. 

 Does the problem matter? A tilted image can spoil a 
landscape but can add drama to a sports shot. Ask 
someone else’s opinion. 

 Does the horizon look straight, especially in 
seascape images? 

 Are buildings, masts, towers or people standing up 
straight? 

 If your camera is on a tripod, use a level to make 
sure it is horizonal. 

 For hand-held images, check the guide lines in the 
viewfinder. 

 Use the ruler tool to indicate a line which should be 
horizonal or vertical. Then use Image|Image 
Rotation|Arbitrary to rotate the image. 

 Use the crop tool to extract a straight image from 
the tilted original. 

 My favourite technique is to use the Lens 
Correction adjustment in “Camera Raw” a rotation 
dial can be adjusted gradually until the image looks 
right. 

 Use the “vertical” and “horizontal” dials in the lens 
correction tool to correct converging verticals or 
horizontals. 

Exposure problem (too bright or too 
dark). 
Blown highlights. 

 Does the image look dull and boring? 
 Can you see any detail in the shadows? 
 Do the highlights contain large areas of white with 

no detail? 
 Many cameras have a “highlights” display option 

where blown highlights will flash when an image is 
displayed on the back of the camera.  

 Get the exposure right in camera. Check the 
histogram on the back of the camera after each 
shot and use exposure compensation or a manual 
exposure mode if necessary. 

 If there is a problem only in one area (such as the 
sky too bright and foreground too dark) use a 
graduated neutral density filter. 

 Once highlight detail is lost in camera it cannot be 
recovered in Photoshop. You can improve your 
chances of recovering detail by saving images in 
RAW format. 

 Correct general problems with a brightness, levels 
or curves adjustment. 

 Images lacking in highlight or shadow detail can 
often be improved by selecting 
Image|Adjustments|Shadows/Highlights. 

 You can emulate a graduated filter by painting a 
white-to-black gradient onto an adjustment layer 
mask. 

 It is also possible to combine two exposures in 
Photoshop by layering them on top of each other. 



An image with a complex brightness 
problem. The subject may be too 
dark, the background may be too 
light, there may be bright distractions. 
A problem where brightening or 
darkening the whole image is not 
going to help. 

 Is your eye drawn away from your subject? 
 If your image is a portrait, is the face prominent? 

Are the eyes bright enough? 
 Are there bright distracting areas in the background 

which can’t be cropped or cloned out? 

 If your image is a portrait choose your lighting 
carefully. Use a reflector to add light into shadow 
areas. Use fill-in flash to brighten a back-lit face. 

 Change the camera viewpoint to avoid the bright 
distractions. 

 You can correct difficult brightness problems with 
by dodging and burning. Dodging brightens small 
areas of an image and burning darkens small areas 
of an image. 

 The simplest technique in Photoshop is to use a 
brightness adjustment layer, starting with a black 
layer mask. Increase or decrease the brightness. 
Paint white onto the layer mask in areas you would 
like to be adjusted. You can add several levels and 
adjust each brightness layer until the image looks 
right. 

 Photoshop also includes some dodge and burn 
tools which allow you to paint brightness 
adjustments directly onto an image 

Incorrect colour adjustment.  Does the image have a blue or yellow colour cast? 
 Do the colours look weird? 
 Are there no grey or white areas anywhere? 
 Some cameras let you display separate histograms 

for red, green and blue. Does one histogram look 
very different from the other two? 

 Ensure your camera Is set to the correct white 
balance. 

 Problems can occur with mixed lighting (such as 
tungsten or street lamps plus flash). Auto white 
balance works in a lot of cases, but if you spot a 
problem you can set the white balance manually. 

 Make sure you don’t leave your camera on manual 
white balance by mistake. 

 Saving in RAW allows you to adjust the white 
balance in camera raw rather than relying on your 
camera. 

 In camera RAW you can click on an object that 
should be white or grey and have the colour 
corrected automatically. 

 In Photoshop, bring up the colour balance 
adjustment and move the sliders (especially the 
blue-yellow slider). Is there a setting where the 
image looks better? 

 If you can’t fix a colour problem, try converting to 
black and white. 

Badly shaped object. Too much blank 
space in between interesting subjects. 

 This is entirely a matter of opinion. 
 Is there an object in your image that would look 

better if it was a little bigger, a little smaller, or a 
slightly different shape? 

 Does your image consist of subjects, such as birds, 
insects, aircraft, cars, etc… which are too spaced 
out on a plain background? Would the image be 
more dramatic if they were closer together? 

 The only correction you can make in camera is in 
your choice of lens. A wide-angle lens can make 
emphasise depth and make subjects look bulbous. 
A telephoto lens compresses depth and makes 
subjects look flat. 

 Photoshop has two tools you can use for shape-
shifting an image. 

 The “Liquify…” filter contains tools you can use to 
grow, shrink or push around parts of your image to 
make new shapes. These can be useful for abstract 
images where changes in shape won’t look weird. 
Use sparingly. 

 Making a selection in Photoshop and bringing up 
“Edit/Content-Aware Scale” allows you to compress 
the blank areas in your image and bring subjects on 
a blank background closer together. 

 


